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 This theme gives us a way to begin to think 
and talk about the human figure within 
Greek Art.  

 It also addresses the Greek search for ideal 
mathematical proportions in the figure and 
in architecture.  



We also use the word measure to 
help us focus on the idea of 
balance, both in relation to 

symmetry and in relation to 
the mind and body. 



1. Geometric 900-700 BCE (10th century-7th century) 

2. Orientalizing 700-600BCE 

3. Archaic 600-480 BCE 

4. Transitional/Early Classical 480-450BCE 

5. 5th Century Classical 450-400BCE 

6. 4th Century Classical 400-320 BCE 

7. Hellenistic 320-30 BCE 

      GOAT 54H 

 

 

 

 



 By 900BCE, distinct groups all began speaking a form 
of the same language 

 3 city-states emerged, Sparta, Athens, Corinth 

 Coins and Alphabetic writing found a home in 
Greece(from Asia Minor) 

 These city-states banded together to fight the Persians 
from 490-479BCE, Athens emerged as the leader of the 
city-states. 

 However in 338BCE Phillip II came into power in 
Macedonia, defeated Athens and conquered the other 
city-states . 

 He was assassinated in 340BCE, his son Alexander, 
inherited Greece and went on the conquer most of the 
Asia minor and Egypt, as “The GREAT” 





  polytheistic- believing in multiple gods 

 12 major sky gods defeated the earth gods(Titans) 

 

 Heroes were often given god like status 

 Also the idea of half-bloods heroes- ½ god ½ human 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Title: Sanctuary of Apollo, Delphi 

Date: 6th–3rd century BCE 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlBn
EuVpzmc  

Sanctuaries-where places sacred to one or more of the god 

Temenos- a sacred enclosure, which include temples and pplaces to perform 

rituals 

Treasuries- rooms for storing valuable objects 

 

 

Stadium- an ancient greek race track with seats in tiers 

 

Oracle- a person who acted as a conduit for the gods to pass information 
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 Thought to be the 
place were Apollo 
defeated the Python 
who was guarding 
his mother’s (the 
earth goddess Ge) 
near by. 

 Aegean Art? 

  Home of the Oracle 

 
 

 
Temple of Apollo contained  

•colonnade  

•Stoa- a columned pavilion open on  3 sides 

•Halos- an outdoor pavement used by Ancient Greeks for ceremonial dances 

 

 



 



Title: Centaur 

Medium: Ceramic 

Size: height 14 ⅛" (36 cm) 

Date: Late 10th century BCE 

 

GEOMETRIC PERIOD- 

Named because of the geometric patterns 

associated with it 

 

Cross Hatching-  

 

Centaur- ½ horse ½ man 

 -a good and a bad side 

 

Simplified elements 

 

Hollowed body, solid limbs 

 

Slip-mixture of water and clay  

 

Found in a cemetery in 2 pieces in adjacent 

graves 

 

 

 



Artist: Attributed to the Hirschfeld Workshop 

Title: Funerary Vase (Krater) 

Medium: Ceramic  

Size: height 42 ⅝" (108 cm) 

Date: c. 750–700 BCE 

 

Large funerary vase found just outside of 

Athens 

 

Served as a narrative of funeral rituals 

 

Top register is a body about to be cremated 

 

Mourners expression 

 

Geometric people and animals 

 

Bottom register is a procession of soliders 

 

Unlike Eygptian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title: Man and Centaur 

Medium: Bronze 

Size: height 4 5⁄16" (11.1 cm) 

Date: c. 750 BCE 

 

Cast in bronze 

 

Man confronts centaur after 

stabbing it 

 

Simple geometric bodies 

 

Negative space- open/unoccupied 

space 

 

Most work of this type have been 

found in temples 

 

Might be votive offerings to the gods 

 

 

 

 



 Porch-the covered entrance on the 
exterior of the building w/ columns it 
is called a portico  

 Gable- triangular part of the building 
between the sides of a pitched roof 

 Facade- face or front wall of a 
building 

 Cella- the principal room in a temple 
in which a statue was housed 

 Naos-the principal room in a temple 

 Pronaos-enclosed vestibule of a greek 
or roman temple found in front of a 
cella and marked by a row of columns 
at its entrance 



Title: Pitcher (Olpe) 

Medium: Ceramic with black-figure 

decoration 

Size: height 11 ½" (30 cm) 

Date: c. 600 BCE 

 

The Orientalizing Period-700-600BCE 

-More open compositions 

-More realistic but still semi abstract 

animals and plant life 

 

From Corinth 

 

Ople- wide mouthed pitcher 

 

Rosettes- Stylized flowers 

 

Black-Figure-dark figures buff background 

 

Gloss- Clay slipped with Metallic pigments 

 

 

 



 

Pair Share 



 600-480 BCE 
 Artist began to fight for commissions in the 

flourishing city-states 
 Works of Art became monumental or large 

scale. 
 Temple architecture became more elaborate and 

complex 
 Elevations-the arrangement,  proportions, and 

details of  any vertical side or face of a building  
 Doric Order and Ionic Order Emerge in Archaic 

period 



Title: Temple of Hera I, Paestum (Ancient Poseidonia) and Hera II (In Foreground) 

Date: c. 550–540 BCE (Hera I) and c. 470–460 BCE (Hera II)  

Post –lintel 

Peristyle- columns on all 4 sides 

Peripteral- Temples with a single peristyle plan 

 

Doric Order 

  



 Stylobate-stone foundation on which a colonnade 
stands 

 Entablature-horizontal elements above the capital   

 Cornice-up most section of a classical entablature 

 Raking – type or cornice, formed at the junction of 
two slanted cornices 

 Pediment- The triangular gable found over the 
narrow ends of a building 

 

 


